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After our conversation yesterday, I went through my email and wanted to make sure that we 
shared these comments with you regarding the proposed revised Plan of Operations for New 
Melones, which we sent to Reclamation last year. I've also attached the presentation that we got 
from Reclamation about the proposed plan - is this similar I identical to what you got from 
them? They were very clear with us that flows under the revised plan were substantially less 
than flows today, because they feel that it's unfair that they have to meet the D-1641 Vernalis 
standard, and this proposal was basically intended to make others contribute flow to meet the 
existing Vernalis flow standard (lower flows on the Stanislaus, higher on the Tuolumne and 
Merced, but not an overall increase in flows). 

Below is a table from the 2012 SWRCB SED (Appendix F), showing baseline flows in the 
Stanislaus at Ripon. It's not clear from the USBR presentation if their CALSIM flow results are 
at Ripon or another location, so some caution should be used in comparing slide 14 and the table 
below. But when I looked at this previously, it seemed that there was a very significant 
reduction in flows (both because base flows are lower and because the storage offramps in the 
new plan applied in many years). In addition, keep in mind that the water year distribution for 
USBR's proposal has wet years in only 8% of years (slide 15), so those flows occur very 
infrequently (similar to the 90% exceedence below). 
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Hope this is helpful. Happy to talk with you more about this, but probably more productive after 
the USBR remand meeting on 2/20. 

Best, 

Doug 

Doug Obegi 

Senior Attorney* 

Water Program 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

111 Sutter Street, 20th Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94104 

415.875.6100 (phone) 

415.875.6161 (facsimile) 
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*Admitted to practice in California 


